Making the Modern

Architecture and landscape at Harewood House in the eighteenth century

The English country house has become iconic within national heritage and is portrayed as a timeless
symbol of aristocratic paternalism. However, the story behind the construction of these houses and their
landscapes, the families and their history is often complex. At Harewood House near Leeds in
Yorkshire (UK), the Lascelles family erased a medieval landscape and demolished the manor house to
create a modern image of their ambition and wealth. This paper will explore why the medieval house
and landscape no longer served the needs of the new owners, and how they constructed a new modern
image through landscaping and architecture. Using the family archives, maps and archaeological
excavation it will explore how the change took place and what it meant in terms of social values, social

change and the impact of globalism.
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